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© 1. Poisonous plante in Latvia are relatively rare, and pley an insignificent wcle 50X1
in Latyia: life. =~ | the following e
- be mogt pravalent:

8. Datura Strommonium (Latin)
b‘. Solanum Duleomare (Latin)
¢  Polsonous Water “Schierling” (German)
d. Rere Foisonous Mﬁz«;hrooms.

There were no remedies for the above from a public health standpoinu: T orly
polsonous animal in Latvia, was the sneke "Viper Berus”. 50X1

2 Frior to World War II, the following communicable diseases s in order of megni-
tude of ineldence, were:

& Diphtheris in children.

be Typhold.

Co ‘i:yphu& .

With the advent of the Germen cccupation, infectious jaundice and dysentery
replaced typhus in third place. The most predominant animsl dlsease, at thai
time, was swine erysipelas. Until 1944, there was sufficient diphtheris anti-
toxin produced at the Institute of the Unlversity of Latvia, as well as tysheid
vaccine, to care for the needs of the Latvian people; in 194k, all reserve stocks
of same were removed from Riga, and distributed propartionately among other
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Letvian hospltals. There were limited remedies for typhus and none for jaundi:ze,
prior to 194k, Venereal dlseases were almost non-existent in rural communities,
and concentrated mainly in seaport areas before the German army came in Worid
War II; after that, the country's venereal count reportedly increased t¢ account
for 12% of the population.

In 1940, the official populatlon of Latvians in Latvia was set at 1,900,000; un-
+11 194k, approximately 300 thousand emigrated from Latvia of their own accord.
In 1952, it was reported that only one million Latvians remsined in Latvien 38R,
not inelvding those who mlgrated to Latvie from the USSR. It is presumed that

the balence of 600 thousand died or were deported during World War IT. 50X1

Un‘oil‘ \l9)+1k , no stendard Soviet public health regulations
were in force in Latviee .
50X1

\ the laboratory w. the Latvian

Raillroad Service Medicel Department, located in the Rige Railrcad Administration
building | Since 50X1
there were many cases of typhold among the workers due to the primitive, open

wells frequented; constant water analysis was necessary, as well as reguired
immunization of the employees. This medical center with 50 beds was separate

from all other medicel services in latvia, for the ben¢fit of the railvoed ene-

ployees alone, who, on the basis of socialized medieine, paid only ona-third uf

thelr own medical expenses, the balance pald by the State.. The hospital ia Riga

wes well staffed by 15 doctors; it had itz own X-ray, surgical, internsl mei.:lae

and ‘other speclalized departments: Its laboratory wes ably run by a womar,

Doctor Krinberg, /fnu/ » In eddition, other railroad medisal 50X1
centers for emergency treatment of employees were located in every major urban
community, as well as some of the minor rural ones where railroad construction

was underway. Also, ‘this medlcal. center constantly asent doctors and nurses

on ‘the road where employees were concentreting on work projects; the caliber of

thiese doctors was: very Hgh.

In conjunction with our work et the Railroad Medical Center, we made perixii:
reports to State and Unlversity of Riga officials on our findings. In tum, the
Center -made avallable to the game authorities any contributions to medical re-
gsearch they came across in the normal persvic of their work, although theis wewe
limited to-'shch items as emergency treatment of scalds, surface wounds, broken
bones, and the like; other than this, no cesh support was msde tc medical re-
gsearchs

50X1

~end -
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